Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany:
February 16, 2025, 10:00 AM
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Our Mission as St. James Episcopal Church; 1750 — Today

We are a welcoming community that invites all to share God's light and beauty
through music, liturgy and action; to seek the sacred and to walk in love with all creation.

T T

Service Participants
CELEBRANT: Rev. Judy Ferguson
LAY READER: Josh Leicht
LECTOR: Pat Hartwell
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE: Roe Intrieri
USHER: Suzanne Volpe
COFFEE HOUR: Jeanne Farewell
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HOLY EUCHARIST: Rite

WORD OF GOD
Prelude Sonata in D by Domenico Scarlatti Michael Mulder
Opening Hymn O for a thousand tongues to sing Hymnal # 493

Opening Sentences
Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People: And blessed be God'’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Collect for Purity

Celebrant and People: Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and
from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ
our Lord. Amen.

Gloria BCP 356
Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Salutation and Collect of the Day

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

O God, the strength of all who put their trust in you: Mercifully accept our prayers; and
because in our weakness we can do nothing good without you, give us the help of your
grace, that in keeping your commandments we may please you both in will and deed;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for
ever and ever.

People: Amen.

Old Testament Reading A Reading from the Book of Jeremiah [17:5-10]
Thus says the Lord: Cursed are those who trust in mere mortals and make mere flesh their
strength, whose hearts turn away from the Lord. They shall be like a shrub in the desert,



and shall not see when relief comes. They shall live in the parched places of the wilderness,
in an uninhabited salt land. Blessed are those who trust in the Lord, whose trust is the Lord.
They shall be like a tree planted by water, sending out its roots by the stream. It shall not fear
when heat comes, and its leaves shall stay green; in the year of drought it is not anxious,
and it does not cease to bear fruit. The heart is devious above all else; it is perverse—who can
understand it2 | the Lord test the mind and search the heart, to give to all according to their
ways, according fo the fruit of their doings.

Lector. The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 1  Beatus vir qui non abiit BCP 585

1 Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, *
nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful!
2 Their delight is in the law of the Lord, *
and they meditate on his law day and night.
3 They are like trees planted by streams of water,
bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not wither; *
everything they do shall prosper.
4 It is not so with the wicked; *
they are like chaff which the wind blows away.
5 Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, *
nor the sinner in the council of the righteous.
6 For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, *
but the way of the wicked is doomed.

New Testament Reading A Reading from Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians [15:12-20]
Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say there is no
resurrection of the dead? If there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not been
raised; and if Christ has not been raised, then our proclamation has been in vain and your
faith has been in vain. We are even found to be misrepresenting God, because we testified
of God that he raised Christ—-whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead are not raised.
For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised. If Christ has not been raised,
your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. Then those also who have died in Christ have
perished. If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied.
But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have died.

Lay Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Please stand.
Sequence Hymn Christ for the world we sing! Hymnal # 537

Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke [6:17-26]

People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus came down with the twelve apostles and stood on a level place, with a great crowd
of his disciples and a great multitude of people from all Judea, Jerusalem, and the coast of
Tyre and Sidon. They had come to hear him and to be healed of their diseases; and those
who were troubled with unclean spirits were cured. And all in the crowd were trying to touch
him, for power came out from him and healed all of them. Then he looked up at his disciples
and said:



“Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is
the kingdom of God.

Blessed are you who are hungry now, for
you will be filled.

Blessed are you who weep now, for you will
laugh.

Blessed are you when people hate you, and
when they exclude you, revile you, and
defame you on account of the Son of Man.
Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, for
surely your reward is great in heaven; for
that is what their ancestors did to the
prophets.

But woe to you who are rich, for you have
received your consolation.

Woe to you who are full now, for you will be
hungry.

Woe to you who are laughing now, for you
will mourn and weep.

Woe to you when all speak well of you,

for that is what their ancestors did to the
false prophets."

Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Sermon

Hymn
O Lord hear my pray'r,
O Lord hear my pray'r.
When | call, answer me.
O Lord hear my pray’r.
O Lord hear my pray'r,
Come and listen to me.

O Lord hear my pray'r

Rev. Judy Ferguson
WLP # 827

Profession of Faith (South Indian), said together, standing

We believe in God, who creates all things,

who embraces all things, who celebrates all things,
who is present in every part of the fabric of creation.

We believe in God as the source of all life,
who baptizes this planet with living water.

We believe in Jesus Christ, the suffering one, the poor one,

the malnourished one, the climate refugee,

who loves and cares for this world
and who suffers with it.

And we believe in Jesus Christ, the seed of life,

who came to reconcile and renew this world

and everything in it.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the breath of God,

who moves with God

and who moves among and with us today.

We believe in everlasting life in God.
And we believe in the hope that one day

God will put an end to death and all destructive forces.




Prayers of the People Form | BCP 383

Reader: With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord, saying "Lord, have
mercy." For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the Holy Church of God, and for the
unity of all peoples, let us pray to the Lord.

People: Lord, have mercy.

Reader: For Sean our Presiding Bishop; Matthew, Allen and Mary our Bishops, and for all the
clergy and people, let us pray to the Lord.
People: Lord, have mercy.

Reader: For our President, Donald, for the leaders of the nations, and for all in authority, let
us pray to the Lord.
People: Lord, have mercy.

Reader: For the towns of North Salem and Brewster, for every city and community, and for
those who live in them, let us pray to the Lord.
People: Lord, have mercy.

Reader: For the good earth which God has given us, and for the wisdom and will to
conserve it, let us pray to the Lord.
People: Lord, have mercy.

Reader: For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, and for the sick and the
suffering, let us pray to the Lord.
People: Lord, have mercy.

Reader: Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage
and hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation, especially Bennett, Jean
H., Renee, Jackie A., Matilda, Dean W., Sheryl and family, Ginny and Maar family, Thomas,
Walter and family, Wendy G., Caroline and family, Dylan and family, Eileen and family,
Dorothy, Julia, Jeffrey, Neil and Cita, Marian H., Abu, Susan T., Olivia and family, Wendy,
Michelle B., Celia, Michael W., Joan V., Milton, Laura, Karen L., Cindy B., Roman, , Jeanette,
Family and friends of Jesse Goldberg, Family and friends of Gretchen D., Victims of fire and
firefighters in LA, Family and friends of plane crash victims; and watch over those who care
for them; that they may be delivered from their distress. We pray for guidance for the
resolution of conflicts around the world, those seeking asylum, victims of gun violence, all
who suffer injustice and violence through ignorance and fear, effects of climate change,
those suffering from mental iliness, our Community Ministries, and for the leaders of all
nations, let them know that with power and honor come responsibility and accountability.
May those who govern do so for the good of their people and with the respect and
gentleness you show to those who are most weak and vulnerable.

Reader: For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the destitute, for prisoners
and captives, and for all who remember and care for them, let us pray to the Lord.
People: Lord, have mercy.

Reader: For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, and for all the departed, let
us pray to the Lord.
People: Lord, have mercy.

Reader: For deliverance from all danger, violence, oppression, and degradation, let us pray
to the Lord.
People: Lord, have mercy.



Reader: That we may end our lives in faith and hope, without suffering and without
reproach, let us pray to the Lord.
People: Lord, have mercy.

Reader: In the communion of blessed St. James and of all the saints, let us commend
ourselves, and one another, and all our life, fo Christ our God.
People: To thee, O Lord our God.

Reader: O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude of your
mercies, look with compassion upon us and all who turn to you for help; for you are gracious,
O lover of souls, and to you we give glory, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and for ever.
Amen.

People: Amen.

Confession and Absolution BCP 360
Celebrant: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal
life. Amen.

The Peace Allstand.
Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People: And also with you.

Announcements
HOLY COMMUNION

Offertory Sentence

Celebrant: If you are offering your gift at the altar, and there remember that your brother or
sister has something against you, leave your gift there before the altar and go; first be
reconciled to your brother or sister, and then come and offer your qift. [Matthew 5:23, 24]

Offertory Hear my words by Stephen Paulus The $t. James Choir

Doxology Hymnal # 380 Verse 3
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;

praise him, all creatures here below;

praise him above, ye heavenly host:

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.



Great Thanksgiving Eucharistic Prayer D BCP 372

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Celebrant: Lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you thanks; for you alone are God, living and
true, dwelling in light inaccessible from before time and for ever.

Fountain of life and source of all goodness, you made all things and fill them with your blessing;
you created them to rejoice in the splendor of your radiance.

Countless throngs of angels stand before you to serve you night and day; and, beholding the
glory of your presence, they offer you unceasing praise. Joining with them, and giving voice
to every creature under heaven, we acclaim you, and glorify your Name, as we sing,

Sanctus Holy, holy, holy BCP 373
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty works reveal your wisdom and
love. You formed us in your own image, giving the whole world intfo our care, so that, in
obedience to you, our Creator, we might rule and serve all your creatures. When our
disobedience took us far from you, you did not abandon us to the power of death. In your
mercy you came to our help, so that in seeking you we might find you. Again and again you
called us into covenant with you, and through the prophets you taught us to hope for
salvation.

Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you sent your only Son to be
our Savior. Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, he lived as one of us, yet
without sin. To the poor he proclaimed the good news of salvation; to prisoners, freedom; to
the sorrowful, joy. To fulfill your purpose he gave himself up to death; and, rising from the
grave, destroyed death, and made the whole creation new.

And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him who died and rose for us, he sent
the Holy Spirit, his own first gift for those who believe, to complete his work in the world, and
to bring to fulfillment the sanctification of all.

When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his heavenly Father, having loved his
own who were in the world, he loved them to the end; at supper with them he took bread,
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said,
"Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them,
and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance
of me."



Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption. Recalling Christ's death and his
descent among the dead, proclaiming his resurrection and ascension to your right

hand, awaiting his coming in glory; and offering to you, from the gifts you have given us, this
bread and this cup, we praise you and we bless you.

We praise you, we bless you,
we give thanks to you,
and we pray to you, Lord our God.

Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may descend upon us, and
upon these gifts, sanctifying them and showing them to be holy gifts for your holy people,
the bread of life and the cup of salvation, the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ.

Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one body and one spirit, a living
sacrifice in Christ, to the praise of your Name.

Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic Church, redeemed by the blood of
your Christ. Reveal its unity, guard its faith, and preserve it in peace.

Remember all who have died in the peace of Christ, and those whose faith is known to you
alone; bring them into the place of eternal joy and light.

And grant that we may find our inheritance with the Blessed Virgin Mary, blessed St. James
and all the saints who have found favor with you in ages past. We praise you in union with
them and give you glory through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and glory are yours, Aimighty God and
Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever. AMEN!

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven, as we forgive those

hallowed be thy Name, who trespass against us.

thy kingdom come, And lead us not into temptation,
thy will be done, but deliver us from evil.

on earth as it is in heaven. For thine is the kingdom,

Give us this day our daily bread. and the power, and the glory,
And forgive us our frespasses, for ever and ever. Amen.

Breaking of the Bread

Celebrant: Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us!
People: Therefore let us keep the feast! Allelvia!l
Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God.

Communion Music Let all mortal flesh keep silence St. James Choir

Postcommunion Prayer BCP 366
Celebrant: Let us pray.

Almighty and everliving God,

we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;

and for assuring us in these holy mysteries

that we are living members of the Body of your Son,
and heirs of your eternal kingdom.



And now, Father, send us out

to do the work you have given us to do,

to love and serve you

as faithful withesses of Christ our Lord.

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,

be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

Epiphany Blessing

Celebrant: May Christ, the Son of God, be manifest in you, that your lives may be a light to
the world; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be
among you, and remain with you always. Amen.

Closing Hymn Blessed Jesus, at thy word Hymnal # 440

Dismissal

Celebrant: Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluial

People: Thanks be to God! Alleluia, allelvia, allelvia!

Postlude Spanish Improvisation Michael Mulder

IS ESD

Continuing Prayer List

Sara, Pam P., Biran S., Kate C., Kristin and Gizzi Family, Charlie, Robert and family, Morgan, Susan and
Dan S., St. Luke’s Haiti, Gar, Lee, Zhane, Barry, Ben, Will and family, John R., Rebecca, Teddy and Jeff,
Vince, Adrienne A., Ritchie family, Ann B., Eileen, Joyce and Douglas K., Dick and Mabel S., Abdul
and his uncle, Dottie, Joan Z., Mary H., Betsy, Robert, Mike Marshall and family, John W. and Susan,
Nicole H.



Upcoming Services & Eventis

Black Coffee and Prayer meets every Sunday at 8:30 AM in the Village Hall.

February 23: 7 Epiphany: Holy Eucharist service at 10 am

March 2;

March 4:
March 5:
March 9:

March 14:
March 16:
March 23:
March 30:

Last Sunday after the Epiphany: Holy Eucharist at 10 am
Ecclesia in Brewster at 1 pm

Pancake Supper

Ash Wednesday service at 12 Noon

1 Lent: Holy Eucharist service at 10 am

Daylight Saving Time begins; Vestry Meeting

Concert at 7 pm - Baroque Oratorio

2 Lent: Holy Eucharist service at 10 am

3 Lent: Holy Eucharist service at 10 am

4 Lent: Holy Eucharist service at 10 am




ST. JAMES

FAT TUESDAY PANCAKE SUPPER
Tuesday, March 4, 2025, 6-7:30pm
Join us or make a donation to help feed locals in need.

Noble Soul

Presented by The Academy of Sacred Drama
Friday, March 14, 2025, 7:00 pm * Tickets: $15-$60

To Buy Tickets: $15-$60 visit https://sacreddrama.org/



https://sacreddrama.org/

