
 

 

 
Third Sunday of Easter 

May 4, 2025, 10:00 AM 
Join us on a Pilgrimage of Love 

Our Mission as St. James Episcopal Church; 1750 – Today  

We are a welcoming community that invites all to share God’s light and beauty  

through music, liturgy and action; to seek the sacred and to walk in love with all creation. 
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HOLY EUCHARIST: Rite II 

WORD OF GOD  

Prelude                  When we all get to heaven arr. Penelope Rodriguez                  Mike Mulder 

Opening Hymn                                  I’m so glad Jesus lifted me                                   LEVAS # 105 

Opening Sentences 

Celebrant:  Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

People:       The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

  

Collect for Purity 

Celebrant and People:  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and 

from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 

Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ 

our Lord. Amen. 
 

Glory to God     Gloria in excelsis                                                                                 Hymnal   S 277 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day                                                                                                          

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 

People:        And also with you. 

Celebrant:  Let us pray. 

O God, whose blessed Son made himself known to his disciples in the breaking of bread: 

Open the eyes of our faith, that we may behold him in all his redeeming work; who lives and 

reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

First Reading                                                     A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles  [9:1-20] 

Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high 

priest and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any who 

belonged to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. Now as he 

was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around 

him. He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, "Saul, Saul, why do you 

persecute me?" He asked, "Who are you, Lord?" The reply came, "I am Jesus, whom you are 

persecuting. But get up and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do." The men 

who were traveling with him stood speechless because they heard the voice but saw no 

one. Saul got up from the ground, and though his eyes were open, he could see nothing; so 

they led him by the hand and brought him into Damascus. For three days he was without 

sight, and neither ate nor drank. Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The 

Lord said to him in a vision, "Ananias." He answered, "Here I am, Lord." The Lord said to him, 

"Get up and go to the street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of 

Tarsus named Saul. At this moment he is praying, and he has seen in a vision a man named 

Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he might regain his sight." But Ananias 



 

 

answered, "Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how much evil he has done to 

your saints in Jerusalem; and here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who 

invoke your name." But the Lord said to him, "Go, for he is an instrument whom I have chosen 

to bring my name before Gentiles and kings and before the people of Israel; I myself will 

show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name." So Ananias went and entered 

the house. He laid his hands on Saul and said, "Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to 

you on your way here, has sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the 

Holy Spirit." And immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and his sight was 

restored. Then he got up and was baptized, and after taking some food, he regained his 

strength. For several days he was with the disciples in Damascus, and immediately he began 

to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, "He is the Son of God." 
 

Lector:    The Word of the Lord. 

People:  Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 30      Exaltabo te, Domine                                                                            BCP 621 

1   I will exalt you, O Lord, because you have lifted me up * 

        and have not let my enemies triumph over me. 

2   O Lord my God, I cried out to you, * 

        and you restored me to health. 

3   You brought me up, O Lord, from the dead; * 

        you restored my life as I was going down to the grave. 

4   Sing to the Lord, you servants of his; * 

        give thanks for the remembrance of his holiness. 

5   For his wrath endures but the twinkling of an eye, * 

        his favor for a lifetime. 

6   Weeping may spend the night, * 

        but joy comes in the morning. 

7   While I felt secure, I said, "I shall never be disturbed. * 

        You, Lord, with your favor, made me as strong as the mountains." 

8   Then you hid your face, * 

        and I was filled with fear. 

9   I cried to you, O Lord; * 

        I pleaded with the Lord, saying, 

10 "What profit is there in my blood, if I go down to the Pit? * 

        will the dust praise you or declare your faithfulness? 

11 Hear, O Lord, and have mercy upon me; * 

        O Lord, be my helper." 

12 You have turned my wailing into dancing; * 

        you have put off my sack-cloth and clothed me with joy. 

13 Therefore my heart sings to you without ceasing; * 

        O Lord my God, I will give you thanks for ever. 
 

Second Reading                                                 A Reading from the Revelation to John  [5:11-14]                                                                                                                                          

I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels surrounding the throne and the living 

creatures and the elders; they numbered myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands, 

singing with full voice, "Worthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered to receive power and 

wealth and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!" Then I heard every 



 

 

creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, and all that is in them, 

singing, "To the one seated on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor and glory 

and might forever and ever!" And the four living creatures said, "Amen!" And the elders fell 

down and worshipped. 
 

Lay Reader:  The Word of the Lord. 

People:          Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand. 
 

Sequence Hymn                                What wondrous love is this                                Hymnal # 439 
 

Deacon-in-training:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John  [21:1-19]                                                                                                                           

People:                      Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

Jesus showed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias; and he showed himself in 

this way. Gathered there together were Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of 

Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. Simon Peter said to 

them, "I am going fishing." They said to him, "We will go with you." They went out and got into 

the boat, but that night they caught nothing. Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; 

but the disciples did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to them, "Children, you have no 

fish, have you?" They answered him, "No." He said to them, "Cast the net to the right side of 

the boat, and you will find some." So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in 

because there were so many fish. That disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, "It is the 

Lord!" When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on some clothes, for he was 

naked, and jumped into the sea. But the other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net 

full of fish, for they were not far from the land, only about a hundred yards off. When they 

had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and bread. Jesus said to 

them, "Bring some of the fish that you have just caught." So Simon Peter went aboard and 

hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, a hundred fifty-three of them; and though there were 

so many, the net was not torn. Jesus said to them, "Come and have breakfast." Now none of 

the disciples dared to ask him, "Who are you?" because they knew it was the Lord. Jesus 

came and took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. This was now 

the third time that Jesus appeared to the disciples after he was raised from the dead. When 

they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon son of John, do you love me 

more than these?" He said to him, "Yes, Lord; you know that I love you." Jesus said to him, 

"Feed my lambs." A second time he said to him, "Simon son of John, do you love me?" He 

said to him, "Yes, Lord; you know that I love you." Jesus said to him, "Tend my sheep." He said 

to him the third time, "Simon son of John, do you love me?" Peter felt hurt because he said to 

him the third time, "Do you love me?" And he said to him, "Lord, you know everything; you 

know that I love you." Jesus said to him, "Feed my sheep. Very truly, I tell you, when you were 

younger, you used to fasten your own belt and to go wherever you wished. But when you 

grow old, you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will fasten a belt around you 

and take you where you do not wish to go." (He said this to indicate the kind of death by 

which he would glorify God.) After this he said to him, "Follow me." 
 

Deacon-in-training:  The Gospel of the Lord. 

People:                      Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

Sermon                                                                                                              Rev. Judy Ferguson 



 

 

Hymn                                 Day of delight and beauty unbounded                                 WLP # 738 

Profession of Faith (South Indian), said together, standing 

We believe in God, who creates all things,  

     who embraces all things, who celebrates all things,  

     who is present in every part of the fabric of creation.  

We believe in God as the source of all life,  

     who baptizes this planet with living water.  

We believe in Jesus Christ, the suffering one, the poor one,  

     the malnourished one, the climate refugee,  

     who loves and cares for this world  

     and who suffers with it.  

And we believe in Jesus Christ, the seed of life,  

     who came to reconcile and renew this world  

     and everything in it.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the breath of God,  

     who moves with God  

     and who moves among and with us today.  

We believe in everlasting life in God.  

And we believe in the hope that one day  

     God will put an end to death and all destructive forces. 

 

Prayers of the People Form III                                                                                BCP 387 

Leader:  Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; 

People:  That we all may be one. 
 

Leader:  Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 

People:  That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
 

Leader:  We pray for all bishops, especially our bishops Matthew, Allen and Mary; all priests,  

               and deacons; 

People:  That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
 

Leader:  We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world,  

               especially Donald our President; 

People:  That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
 

Leader:  Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 

People:  That our works may find favor in your sight. 
 

Leader:  Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 

People:  That they may be delivered from their distress. 
 

Leader:  Give to the departed eternal rest. 

People:  Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 

Leader:  We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 

People:  May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
 

Leader:  Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 
Silence 
  



 

 

Reader:  Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief, trouble, or illness, especially 
Bennett, Jean H., Jackie A., Sheryl and family, Ginny and Maar family, Wendy G., Dylan and 
family, Julia, Jeffrey, Neil and Cita, Marian H., Abu, Olivia and family, Michelle B., Celia, Karen 
L., Sue, Maureen, Abdul and Mohammed, Rob K., Robert, Mary Ellen, Liz, Linda, Liv C., 
Michelle M., Joanne and Marie, Chris Mc., Mazza family, Adam, Mary H., Roman, Family and 

friends of John O., those who have lost their jobs; and watch over those who care for them; 

that they may be delivered from their distress. We pray for guidance for the resolution of 

conflicts around the world, all who suffer injustice and violence, effects of climate change, 

those suffering from mental illness, and our Community Ministries. Guide us to live with 

integrity and courage. For the leaders of all nations, let them know that with power and honor 

come responsibility and accountability. May those who govern do so for the good of their 

people and with the respect and gentleness you show to those who are most weak and 

vulnerable. 
 

Reader: O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude of your 

mercies, look with compassion upon us and all who turn to you for help; for you are gracious, 

O lover of souls, and to you we give glory, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and for ever. 

Amen. 
 

The Peace    All stand. 

Celebrant:  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People:       And also with you. 
 

Announcements 

HOLY COMMUNION 

Offertory Sentence 

Celebrant:  Through Christ let us continually offer to God the sacrifice of praise, that is, the 

fruit of lips that acknowledge his Name. But do not neglect to do good and to share what 

you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.  [Hebrews 13:15, 16] 
 

Offertory                        Somebody’s knockin’ at your door                        The Saint James Choir 

 

Doxology                                                                                                           Hymnal # 380 Verse 3 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

praise him, all creatures here below; 

praise him above, ye heavenly host: 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

 

Great Thanksgiving                                                             
 

Eucharistic Prayer B 

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 

People:        And also with you. 

Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts. 

People:        We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People:        It is right to give him thanks and praise.  

 Celebrant:  It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 

you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. But chiefly are we bound to praise you for 



 

 

the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who 

was sacrificed for us, and has taken away the sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed 

death, and by his rising to life again he has won for us everlasting life. Therefore we praise you, 

joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who 

forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 

Sanctus       Holy, holy, holy                                                                                    LEVAS II # 254 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Celebrant:  We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made 

known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through 

the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you 

sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In 

him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you 

have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 
 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 

thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, 

which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 

said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for 

many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

We remember his death, 

We proclaim his resurrection, 

We await his coming in glory; 
 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, 

from your creation, this bread and this wine. 
 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 

Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in 

his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In 

the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that 

heavenly country where, with blessed James and all your saints, we may enter the 

everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of 

all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.  
 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 

Almighty Father, now and for ever.  AMEN! 
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen.

Breaking of the Bread 

Celebrant:  Alleluia!  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us! 

People:        Therefore let us keep the feast!  Alleluia! 
 

Celebrant:  The Gifts of God for the People of God.
 

Communion Music                      Glory be to Jesus   Hymnal #479                         St. James Choir 
 

Postcommunion Prayer                                                                                                            BCP 366 

Celebrant:  Let us pray.
 



 

 

Almighty and everliving God, 

we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food 

of the most precious Body and Blood 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 

and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 

that we are living members of the Body of your Son, 

and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 

And now, Father, send us out 

to do the work you have given us to do, 

to love and serve you 

as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 

be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.                         

 

Easter Blessing 

Celebrant:  The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the 

great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you 

perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight; 

and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit be among you, 

and remain with you always. Amen. 

Closing Hymn                                  We praise thee O God                                  Hymnal # 157             
 

Dismissal                                                                                                                                                         

Deacon-in-training:  Let us go forth in the name of Christ! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

People:                      Thanks be to God! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

Postlude                            This Little Light of Mine arr. Carl Maultsby                            Mike Mulder 
 

 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Continuing Prayer List 

Sara, Pam P., Biran S., Kate C., Kristin and Gizzi Family, Charlie, Robert and family, Morgan, Susan and 

Dan S., St. Luke’s Haiti, Gar, Lee, Zhane, Barry, Ben, Will and family, John R., Rebecca, Teddy and Jeff, 

Vince, Adrienne A., Ritchie family, Ann B., Joyce and Douglas K., Dick and Mabel S., Mary H., Betsy, 

Mike Marshall and family, John W. and Susan, Thomas, Jeanette, Dean W., Rachel D.,  Marion, Lynn, 

Dottie, Matilda, Walter and family, Eileen, Dorothy, Caroline and family, Sean, Sister CG 



 

 

 

 

 

 

UPCOMING SERVICES AND EVENTS 
 

Black Coffee and Prayer meets every Sunday at 8:30 AM in the Village Hall. 

May 11:  Holy Eucharist service at 10 am; Mother’s Day 

May 18:  Holy Eucharist service at 10 am 

May 25:  Holy Eucharist service at 10 am; Memorial Day Weekend 

June 1:   Holy Eucharist service at 10 am 

June 8:   Holy Eucharist service at 10 am 

June 15: Holy Eucharist service at 10 am 

June 22: Holy Eucharist service at 10 am 

June 29: Holy Eucharist service at 10 am 

 
 

 


