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Our Mission as St. James Episcopal Church; 1750 – Today  
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HOLY EUCHARIST: Rite II 

WORD OF GOD  

Prelude                                 O Gesu Bambino by Pietro A. Yon                                Philip Anderson 
 

Processional Hymn                                  O Come All Ye Faithful                                  Hymnal # 83 

 

 



 

                 
 

LIGHTING OF THE CHRISTMAS CANDLE 
 

Celebrant:  Lord, may the light of your word shine in our hearts, 

                  in our lives and in all the world. 

People:       In the Name of Christ, ALLELUIA! 

Celebrant:  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People:       And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

Collect for Purity 

Celebrant and People:  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 

you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 

Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ 

our Lord. Amen. 



Glory to God                               Angels we have heard on high 

 



Salutation and Collect of the Day                                                                                                           

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 

People:      And also with you. 

Celebrant:  Let us pray. O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of 

the true Light: Grant that we, who have known the mystery of that Light on earth, may also 

enjoy him perfectly in heaven; where with you and the Holy Spirit he lives and reigns, one 

God, in glory everlasting.  Amen. 
 

Please be seated 
 

Old Testament                                         A Reading from the Book of  [Isaiah 9:2-7] 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of 

deep darkness—on them light has shined. You have multiplied the nation, you have 

increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when 

dividing plunder. For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of 

their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. For all the boots of the tramping 

warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. For a child 

has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His authority shall 

grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. 

He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and 

forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 
 

Lector:    The Word of the Lord 

People:  Thanks be to God 
 

Psalm 96     Cantate Domino 

1   Sing to the Lord a new song; * 

       sing to the Lord, all the whole earth. 

2   Sing to the Lord and bless his Name; * 

       proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day. 

3   Declare his glory among the nations * 

       and his wonders among all peoples. 

4   For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised; * 

       he is more to be feared than all gods. 

5   As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; * 

          but it is the Lord who made the heavens. 

6   Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his presence! * 

          Oh, the power and the splendor of his sanctuary! 

7   Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples; * 

          ascribe to the Lord honor and power. 

8   Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name; * 

          bring offerings and come into his courts. 

9   Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; * 

          let the whole earth tremble before him. 

10 Tell it out among the nations: "The Lord is King! * 

          he has made the world so firm that it cannot be moved;  

          he will judge the peoples with equity." 

11 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad;  

          let the sea thunder and all that is in it; * 

          let the field be joyful and all that is therein. 



12 Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy before the Lord when he comes, * 

          when he comes to judge the earth. 

13 He will judge the world with righteousness * 

          and the peoples with his truth. 

 

New Testament                               A Reading from the Book of Titus  [2:11-14] 

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to renounce impiety 

and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and 

godly, while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great 

God and Savior, Jesus Christ. He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all 

iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds. 
 

Lay Eucharistic Minister:  The Word of the Lord 

People:                        Thanks be to God 
 

Sequence Hymn                                    Go, tell it on the mountain                                 LEVAS # 21 

 

 
 

 

 



 

Celebrant:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke  [2:1-20] 

People:       Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 

registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 

All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in 

Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from 

the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was 

engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to 

deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, 

and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. In that region 

there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an 

angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they 

were terrified. But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see-- I am bringing you good 

news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is 

the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of 

cloth and lying in a manger." And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 

heavenly host, praising God and saying, "Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth 

peace among those whom he favors!" When the angels had left them and gone into 

heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing 

that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us." So they went with haste and 

found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made 

known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at 

what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her 

heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, 

as it had been told them. 

Celebrant:  The Gospel of the Lord. 

People:       Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

Sermon                                                                           Rev. Judy Ferguson 

 

 

 



Hymn                                  I want to walk as a child of the light                                 Hymnal # 490 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Nicene Creed, said together, standing 

We believe in one God, 

    the Father, the Almighty, 

    maker of heaven and earth, 

    of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

    the only Son of God, 

    eternally begotten of the Father, 

    God from God, Light from Light, 

    true God from true God, 

    begotten, not made, 

    of one Being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation 

        he came down from heaven: 

    by the power of the Holy Spirit 

        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

        and was made man. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

        he suffered death and was buried. 

        On the third day he rose again 



            in accordance with the Scriptures; 

        he ascended into heaven 

            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

    He has spoken through the Prophets. 

    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People Form IV                                                                                BCP 388 

Reader:  Let us pray for the Church and for the world. Grant, Almighty God, that all who 

confess your Name may be united in your truth, live together in your love, and reveal your 

glory in the world. 
 

Silence 
 

Reader:  Lord in your mercy 

People:   Hear our prayer. 
  

Reader:  Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and 

peace; that we may honor one another and serve the common good. 
 

Silence 
 

Reader:  Lord in your mercy 

People:   Hear our prayer. 
  

Reader:  Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its 

resources rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory. 
 

Silence 
 

Reader:  Lord in your mercy 

People:   Hear our prayer. 
  

Reader:  Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in 

them, and love one another as he loves us. 
 

Silence 
 

Reader:  Lord in your mercy 

People:   Hear our prayer. 
 

Reader:  Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and 

hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation, especially Bennett, Jean H., 

Sheryl and family, Ginny and Maar family, Dylan and Ann Marie, Jeffrey, Michelle B., 

Maureen, Rob K., Anne H., Nina T., Judy and Family, Janet, Katie, Annie, Mackenzie, Bill, 

Jennifer C., Christine, Marissa, Bro, Kathleen, Randy S., Family and friends of Alan Guthrie, 

Family and friends of Dottie Intrieri,  Family and friends of Alan Guthrie, Family and friends of 

Dottie Intrieri, those who have lost their jobs; those who have been taken and put into 

detention centers, especially Ben and Ali; and watch over those who care for them; that 



they may be delivered from their distress. We pray for guidance for the resolution of conflicts 

around the world, all those who suffer injustice and violence in the US and abroad, mitigation 

of the effects of climate change, those who suffer from mental illness, and our Community 

Ministries. May those who govern, especially Donald our President, do so for the good of their 

people and with the respect and gentleness you show to those who are most weak and 

vulnerable. 

 

Silence 
 

Reader:  Lord in your mercy 

People:   Hear our prayer. 
 

Reader:  We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be 

fulfilled, especially Alan Guthrie; Dottie Intrieri; Stephen, Deacon and Martyr; and John, 

Apostle and Evangelist; and we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal 

kingdom. 
 

Silence 
 

Reader:  Lord in your mercy 

People:   Hear our prayer. 
 

Reader:  Hasten, O Father, the coming of your kingdom; and grant that we your servants, who 

now live by faith, may with joy behold your Son at his coming in glorious majesty; even Jesus 

Christ, our only Mediator and Advocate. Amen. 
 

Prayer for Peace 

Celebrant and People:  Eternal God, in whose perfect kingdom no sword is drawn but the 

sword of righteousness, no strength known but the strength of love: So mightily spread 

abroad your Spirit, that all peoples may be gathered under the banner of the Prince of 

Peace, as children of one Father; to whom be dominion and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The Peace    All stand. 

Celebrant:  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People:      And also with you. 
 

Announcements 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 

Offertory Sentence 

Celebrant:  Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to  

                 God.  [Ephesians 5:2] 
 

Offertory Anthem     All Earth Rejoice with a Gladsome Voice by Vivaldi     The St. James Choir 

Litany of Healing 

Celebrant:  God the Father, your will for all people is health and salvation; 

People:      We praise you and thank you, O Lord. 

Celebrant: God the Son, you came that we might have life, and might have it  

                 more abundantly; 
People:      We praise you and thank you, O Lord. 

Celebrant:  God the Holy Spirit, you make our bodies the temple of your presence; 
People:      We praise you and thank you, O Lord. 
 

 



Celebrant:  Holy Trinity, one God, in you we live and move and have our being; 
People:      We praise you and thank you, O Lord. 

Celebrant:  Lord, grant your healing grace to all who are sick, injured, or disabled,  

                 that they may be made whole; 

People:      Hear us, O Lord of life. 

Celebrant:  Grant to all who seek your guidance, and to all who are lonely, anxious, or  

                 despondent, a knowledge of your will and an awareness of your presence; 

People:      Hear us, O Lord of life. 

Celebrant:  Mend broken relationships, and restore those in emotional distress to soundness of  

                 mind and serenity of spirit; 

People:      Hear us, O Lord of life. 

Celebrant:  Bless physicians, nurses, and all others who minister to the suffering, grant them  

                 wisdom and skill, sympathy and patience; 

People:      Hear us, O Lord of life. 

Celebrant:  Grant to the dying peace and a holy death, and uphold by the grace and  

                 consolation of your Holy Spirit those who are bereaved; 

People:      Hear us, O Lord of life. 

Celebrant:  Restore to wholeness whatever is broken by human sin, in our lives, in our nation,  

                 and in the world; 

People:      Hear us, O Lord of life. 

Celebrant:  You are the Lord who does wonders: 

People:      You have declared your power among the peoples. 

Celebrant:  With you, O Lord, is the well of life: 

People:      And in your light we see light. 

Celebrant:  Hear us, O Lord of Life: 

People:      Heal us, and make us whole. 
 

Eucharistic Prayer B                                                                                                           

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 

People:      And also with you. 

Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts. 

People:      We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People:      It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

Celebrant:  It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 

you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only 

Son, to be born for us; who, by the mighty power of the Holy Spirit, was made perfect Man of 

the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; so that we might be delivered from the bondage of 

sin, and receive power to become your children. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices 

with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this 

hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord                   Break forth, O beauteous heavenly light                  Hymnal #91  



 

Celebrant: 
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to 

us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the 

prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you 

sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. 

In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you 

have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 
 



On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 

thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, 

which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 

and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you 

and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance 

of me." 
 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
 

Celebrant and People: 

We remember his death, 

We proclaim his resurrection, 

We await his coming in glory; 
 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, 

from your creation, this bread and this wine. 
 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 

Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your 

Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy 

Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to 

that heavenly country where, with St. James and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting 

heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all 

creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 
 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 

Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy Name, 

    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, 

        on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those 

        who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

    and the power, and the glory, 

    for ever and ever. Amen.
 

The Breaking of the Bread 

Celebrant:  Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People:       Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia! 

Celebrant:  The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 

Communion Music          Love was born in Bethlehem by Michael Mulder         Philip Anderson 
 

Postcommunion Prayer 

Celebrant: Let us pray. 
 

Celebrant and People:   

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament 

of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and 

courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 



 

Lighting of candles and singing Silent Night   

 

 

 

                              

 



Christmas Blessing 

Celebrant:  May Almighty God, who sent his Son to take our nature upon him, bless you in this 

holy season, scatter the darkness of sin, and brighten your heart with the light of his holiness. 

Amen. 
 

May God, who sent his angels to proclaim the glad news of the Savior’s birth, fill you with joy, 

and make you heralds of the Gospel. Amen. 
 

May God, who in the Word made flesh joined heaven to earth and earth to heaven, give 

you his peace and favor. Amen. 
 

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and 

remain with you for ever. Amen. 
 

Recessional Hymn                        Joy to the world! the Lord is come 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Celebrant:  Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

People:      Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

Postlude     Toccatina on Angels We Have Heard on High by Richard Elliott      Michael Mulder 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Christmas Flowers were given in loving memory of: 
Undine and Carl B. Head by Jason Schneck 

Sally and Sidney Schneck by Rob Schneck & Jen Upchurch 

Dottie Intrieri by Roe Intrieri and Chris Megerdician 

Carl and Florence and Randy Midkiff by Karen Midkiff 

 

Donations for the Christmas flowers were also given by: 

Carolynn Young 

The Stratman family 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Continuing Prayer List 

Sara, Pam P., Biran S., Kate C., Kristin and Gizzi Family, Robert and family, Morgan, Susan and Dan S., 

St. Luke’s Haiti, Lee, Barry, Ben, Will and family, John R., Rebecca, Teddy and Jeff, Vince, Ann B., 

Joyce and Douglas K., Betsy, Mike Marshall and family, John W. and Susan, Thomas, Jeanette, Dean 

W., Rachel D., Matilda, Walter and family, Eileen, Sister CG, Jackie A., Abdul and Mohammed, 

Joanne and Marie, Mazza family, Robert, Celia, Felix, Sue, Ewa, Jeannie and Margaret, Ross, Abu, 

Carmine S., Liv C. 



 

  
  December 28:  First Sunday after Christmas Day; Morning Prayer II service at 10 am 

  January 4:         The Epiphany; Holy Eucharist service at 10 am 

  January 11:       First Sunday after the Epiphany: Baptism of Our Lord; Holy Eucharist at 10 am 

  January 18:       Second Sunday after the Epiphany; Holy Eucharist service at 10 am 

  January 25:       Third Sunday after the Epiphany; Holy Eucharist service at 10 am 

 

 

 

 



 


