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Our Mission as St. James Episcopal Church; 1751 – Today  
 

We are a welcoming community that invites all to share God’s light and beauty  

through music, liturgy and action; to seek the sacred and to walk in love with all creation. 
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LITURGY OF THE PALMS  

This morning’s liturgy begins on the second floor in the Village Hall. In the event of rain we will 

begin in the church.  

Celebrant:  Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord.  

People:        Peace in heaven and glory in the highest.  

Celebrant:  Let us pray.  

Assist us mercifully with your help, O Lord God of our salvation, that we may enter with joy 

upon the contemplation of those mighty acts, whereby you have given us life and 

immortality; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Celebrant:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew  [21:1-11]  

People:        Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, 

Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately 

you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. If anyone 

says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.’ And he will send them 

immediately.” This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet, saying, 

“Tell the daughter of Zion, look, your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on a 

donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” The disciples went and did as Jesus had 

directed them; they brought the donkey and the colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he 

sat on them. A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches 

from the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds that went ahead of him and that 

followed were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is the one who comes in the 

name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest heaven!” When he entered Jerusalem, the whole 

city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?” The crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus 

from Nazareth in Galilee.” 

Celebrant:  The Gospel of the Lord.  

People:        Praise to you, Lord Christ.  

Responsive Hymn                                       Ride on! ride on in majesty! 
 



 

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you.  

People:       And also with you.  

Celebrant:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

People:       It is right to give him thanks and praise.  

Celebrant:  It is right to praise you, Almighty God, for the acts of love by which you have 

redeemed us through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. On this day he entered the holy city of 

Jerusalem in triumph, and was proclaimed as King of kings by those who spread their 

garments and branches of palm along his way. Let these branches be for us signs of his 

victory, and grant that we who bear them in his name may ever hail him as our King, and 

follow him in the way that leads to eternal life; who lives and reigns in glory with you and the 

Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 

Celebrant:  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  

People:       Hosanna in the highest.  

Procession 

Celebrant:  Let us go forth in peace.  

People:       In the name of Christ. Amen.  

During the procession we sing the triumphal hymn “All glory, laud, and honor.” At the 

entrance to the church the procession pauses.  

Processional Hymn         All glory, laud, and honor                                         Hymnal 154 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Celebrant:  Let us pray. Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he 

suffered pain, and entered not into glory before he was crucified: Mercifully grant that we, 

walking in the way of the cross, may find it none other than the way of life and peace; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

HOLY EUCHARIST: Rite II 

WORD OF GOD 

Salutation & Collect of the Day                                                                                                BCP 272 

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 

People:       And also with you. 



 

Celebrant:  Let us pray. 

Almighty and everliving God, in your tender love for the human race you sent your Son our 

Savior Jesus Christ to take upon him our nature, and to suffer death upon the cross, giving us 

the example of his great humility: Mercifully grant that we may walk in the way of his 

suffering, and also share in his resurrection; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.   Amen. 

Please be seated. 

Old Testament                                                            A Reading from the Book of Isaiah  [50:4-9a] 

The Lord God has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to sustain the 

weary with a word. Morning by morning he wakens—wakens my ear to listen as those who 

are taught. The Lord God has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not turn 

backward. I gave my back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out 

the beard; I did not hide my face from insult and spitting. The Lord God helps me; therefore I 

have not been disgraced; therefore I have set my face like flint, and I know that I shall not be 

put to shame; he who vindicates me is near. Who will contend with me? Let us stand up 

together. Who are my adversaries? Let them confront me. It is the Lord God who helps me; 

who will declare me guilty?  

Lector:  The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 31:9-16  In te, Domine, speravi                                                              BCP 623  

9    Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I am in trouble; * 

            my eye is consumed with sorrow, and also my throat and my belly. 

10  For my life is wasted with grief, and my years with sighing; * 

            my strength fails me because of affliction, and my bones are consumed. 

11  I have become a reproach to all my enemies and even to my neighbors, 

      a dismay to those of my acquaintance; * 

            when they see me in the street they avoid me. 

12  I am forgotten like a dead man, out of mind; * 

            I am as useless as a broken pot. 

13  For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is all around; * 

            they put their heads together against me; they plot to take my life. 

14  But as for me, I have trusted in you, O Lord. * 

            I have said, “You are my God. 

15  My times are in your hand; * 

            rescue me from the hand of my enemies,  

            and from those who persecute me. 

16  Make your face to shine upon your servant, * 

            and in your loving-kindness save me.” 

New Testament             A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Philippians  [2:5-11] 

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, 

did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking 

the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, he 

humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death— even death on a cross. 

Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, so 

that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the 



 

earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 

Father. 

Lay Reader:    The Word of the Lord. 

People:            Thanks be to God. 

Sequence Hymn                                     At the Name of Jesus                   Hymnal 435 

 

 

 

 
 



 

Celebrant:  The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew  [26:14-27:66] 

See insert. 

Sermon                                                                                                  Rev. Judy Ferguson 

Prayers of the People     Form I                                                                                 BCP 383 

Reader:  With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord, saying "Lord, have 

mercy." For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the Holy Church of God, and for the 

unity of all peoples, let us pray to the Lord. 

People:   Lord, have mercy. 

Reader:  For Sean our Presiding Bishop; Matthew and Allen our Bishops, and for all the clergy 

and people, let us pray to the Lord. 

People:   Lord, have mercy. 

Reader:  For the leaders of the nations, and for all in authority, let us pray to the Lord. 

People:   Lord, have mercy. 

Reader:  For the towns of North Salem and Brewster, for every city and community, and for 

those who live in them, let us pray to the Lord. 

People:   Lord, have mercy. 

Reader:  For the good earth which God has given us, and for the wisdom and will to 

conserve it, let us pray to the Lord. 

People:   Lord, have mercy. 

Reader:  For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, and for the sick and the 

suffering, let us pray to the Lord. 

People:   Lord, have mercy. 

Reader:  Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage 

and hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation, especially Bennett, 

Ginny and Maar family, Dylan and Ann Marie, Rob K., Nina T., Annie, Mackenzie, Bill, Jennifer 

C., Marissa, Randy S., Nancy Guthrie and family, Family of Ed Lorch, Fawn, Logan, Michael 

W., John C., Mike M., Robert T., Alan, Biran, Susan W., Family and friends of Carol Goldberg, 

those who have lost their jobs; those who have been taken and put into detention centers, 

especially Ben and Ali; and watch over those who care for them; that they may be 

delivered from their distress. We pray for guidance for the resolution of conflicts around the 

world, all those who suffer injustice and violence in the US and abroad, mitigation of the 

effects of climate change, those who suffer from mental illness, and our Community 

Ministries. May those who govern, especially Donald our President, do so for the good of their 

people and with the respect and gentleness you show to those who are most weak and 

vulnerable. 

Reader:  For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the destitute, for prisoners 

and captives, and for all who remember and care for them, let us pray to the Lord. 

People:   Lord, have mercy. 

Reader:  For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, and for all the departed, let 

us pray to the Lord. 

People:   Lord, have mercy. 

Reader: For deliverance from all danger, violence, oppression, and degradation, especially 

remembering soldiers who have lost their lives in Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and other parts of 



 

the Middle East: MAJ John “Alex” Kliner; MAJ Jeffery O’Brien; CPT Curtis Angst; CPT Cody 

Khork; CPT Seth Koval; CPT Ariana Savino; CWO3 Robert Marzan; TSGT Tyler Simmons; SGT 1st 

Class Nicole Amor; SGT 1st Class Noah Tietjens; SGT Declan Coady; SGT Benjamin 

Pennington; and SGT Ashley Pruitt.  For comfort and support for their families and friends, let 

us pray to the Lord. 

People:   Lord, have mercy. 

Reader:  That we may end our lives in faith and hope, without suffering and without 

reproach, let us pray to the Lord. 

People:   Lord, have mercy. 

Reader:  In the communion of John Keble, Priest and Poet (1866); Mary of Egypt, Monastic 

(c. 421); John Donne, Priest and Poet (1631); Frederick Denison Maurice, Priest (1872); James 

Lloyd Breck, Priest (1876); Richard of Chichester, Bishop (1253); Martin Luther King, Jr., Pastor 

and Martyr (1968); and all the saints, let us commend ourselves, and one another, and all our 

life, to Christ our God. 

People:   To thee, O Lord our God. 

Reader:  Almighty God, we entrust all who are dear to us  

People:   to your never-failing care and love,  

Reader:  for this life and the life to come,  

People:   knowing that you are doing for them  

Reader:  better things than we can desire or pray for;  

People:   through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Peace    All stand. 

 

Celebrant:  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People:       And also with you 

Announcements 

HOLY COMMUNION 

Offertory Sentence 

Celebrant:  Let us with gladness present the offerings and oblations of our life and labor to the 

Lord. 

Offertory Hymn                     Ah, holy Jesus, how hast thou offended                        Hymnal #158      

Eucharistic Prayer B                                                                                  BCP 367  

Celebrant:   The Lord be with you. 

People:        And also with you. 

Celebrant:   Lift up your hearts. 

People:        We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People:         It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

Celebrant:  It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to 

you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth through Jesus Christ our Lord. For our sins 

he was lifted high upon the cross, that he might draw the whole world to himself; and, by his 

suffering and death, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who put their trust in 



 

him. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 

company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord          Sanctus                         Hymnal S-130 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

Celebrant:  We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made 

known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken 

through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last 

days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of 

the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. 

In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death 

into life. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 

thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, 

which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 

and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you 

and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance 

of me." 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

We remember his death, 

We proclaim his resurrection, 

We await his coming in glory; 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, 

from your creation, this bread and this wine.  

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 

Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in 

his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In 

the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that 

heavenly country where, with St. James and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting 

heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all 

creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 



 

 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 

Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

          Our Father, who art in heaven,  

   hallowed be thy Name,  

   thy kingdom come,  

   thy will be done,  

      on earth as it is in heaven.  

          Give us this day our daily bread.  

          And forgive us our trespasses,  

    as we forgive those 

      who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation,  

   but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  

   and the power, and the glory,  

   for ever and ever. Amen.

Breaking of the Bread                                                                                                             BCP 337  

Celebrant:  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People:        Therefore let us keep the feast. 

 

Fraction Anthem: Jesus, Lamb of God          Agnus Dei                                            Hymnal S-164  

 

 

 



 

Celebrant:  The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ 

died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

Communion Music                   When I survey the wondrous cross                             Hymnal #474 

Postcommunion Prayer                                                                         BCP 339  

Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the most 

precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy 

mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal 

kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and 

serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be 

honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.                          

Lenten Blessing 

May God the Father bless you, God the Son heal you, God the Holy Spirit give you strength. 

May God the holy and undivided Trinity guard your body, save your soul, and bring you 

safely to his heavenly country; where he lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen. 

Lenten Solemn Prayer 

Almighty God, we pray you graciously to behold this your family, for whom our Lord Jesus 

Christ was willing to be betrayed, and given into the hands of sinners, and to suffer death 

upon the cross; who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen. 

Closing Processional                                  Let thy Blood in mercy poured   Hymnal 313 

 

 



 

 

 

Dismissal 

Celebrant: Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude                                 Jeremy Rhizor                      

                             

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Continuing Prayer List 

Sara, Pam P., Kate C., Kristin and Gizzi Family, Robert and family, Morgan, Susan and Dan S., St. Luke’s 

Haiti, Lee, Barry, Ben, Will and family, John R., Rebecca, Teddy and Jeff, Vince, Ann B., Joyce and 

Douglas K., Betsy, Mike Marshall and family, John W. and Susan, Jeanette, Dean W., Matilda, Walter 

and family, Eileen, Sister CG, Jackie A., Abdul and Mohammed, Joanne and Marie, Mazza family, 

Robert, Sue, Ewa, Jeannie and Margaret, Ross, Abu, Sheryl and family, Jeffrey, Bro, Kathleen, Janet, 

Bob and Bobbe 



 

 

 
 

April 2:       Maundy Thursday; Holy Eucharist service at 7:00 PM 

April 3:       Good Friday service at 7:00 PM 

April 5:       Easter Sunday; Holy Eucharist service at 10 am 

April 12:     Holy Eucharist service at 10 am 

April 19:     Holy Eucharist service at 10 am 

April 25:     Art for Action art show and benefit in the Village Hall at 5:30 pm 

April 26:     Holy Eucharist service at 10 am 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

ART FOR ACTION, founded by the church in 2024, is a juried art 

exhibition and silent auction that supports St. James’ outreach through 

the sale of art and a ticketed cocktail reception. The third annual ART 

FOR ACTION will be held on Saturday, April 25th from 5:00 to 8:00 pm. 

The reception will feature live music, hors d’oeuvres, and specialty 

cocktails. A second viewing and silent auction will take place at a 

reception on Saturday, May 1st from 12:30 to 3:00 pm. For more 

information or to submit your works for consideration or to purchase 

tickets go to stjamesns.com. 
 


